
Resilient
Chicago



100 Resilient Cities is a global initiative that seeks to 

help cities around the world become more resilient to 

the physical, social, and economic challenges that 

are a growing part of the 21st century.

2Credit: City of Chicago
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How did we get here?

Developing the Resilience Strategy



Chicago must address 

chronic stresses and prepare 

for future shocksé



Too many Chicagoans live in povertyé

6Source: 2011-2015 American Community Survey 5-Year Estimates

More than 20% of Chicagoans live below the poverty threshold.

Percent of Population Below Poverty Threshold
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éand there is a greater share of cost burdened 

households in Chicagoland than in the U.S. overall.

7Source: JCHS tabulations of US Census Bureau, 2014 American Community Survey

37.1% of households in the Chicago MSA spend more than 30% of their

income on housing costs. 18.2% of households spend more than 50%.

Percent of Households Cost Burdened*

*Housing costs more than 30% of household income

29.1% 30.5% 31.4%
33.9%

36.2% 36.6% 37.0% 37.1% 38.7%

44.7%
47.9%

Note: Locations are Metropolitan Statistical Areas



Chicagoans are vulnerable to flooding eventsé

8Source: City of Chicago Department of Water Management

311 Calls for Flooding ïApril 17-18, 2013

Water in Basement

Water on Street

A major rain event, 

like one in April 

2013, can result in 

over 2,000 calls for 

reporting flooding.



éand electric outages.

9

Credit: Illinois Commerce Commission Utilities Annual Report 2016; ComEd

*Data includes reportable storm outages
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86% of outages are 

unplanned and last an 

average of 2 hours
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Too many Chicagoans are victims of gun violence.

10

Credit: University of Chicago Crime Lab analysis of data from Chicago Police Department, 

the Federal Bureau of Investigations, and the Uniform Crime Reports

The number of homicides spiked after a period where the rate had been 

half of that of the 1990s

Homicide Victims in Chicago, 2010-2016
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éespecially in disconnected 

communities with a 

disproportionate share of 

hardships.



The greatest disparities across key indicators 

consistently exist in the same West and South Side 

communities.

12

Credit: Chicago Department of Public Health, ñHealthy Chicago 2.0ò using data from 

U.S. Census ACS 2014 Estimates, diversitydatakids.org, and Kirwan Institute.

Economic Hardship Index
Economic Hardship Index:

1. Unemployment

2. Crowded Housing

3. Poverty

4. Education Attainment

5. Dependents

6. Per Capita Income



Including disparities in homicidesé

13Credit: University of Chicago Crime Lab analysis of Chicago Police Department data

Homicide Rates in Chicago Community Areas, 2015-2016



Unemployment Rate

éunemploymenté.

14

African Americans 

are 2.6X more likely 

to be unemployed 

than whites.

Credit: Chicago Department of Public Health, ñHealthy Chicago 2.0ò using data from 

U.S. Census American Community Survey 2010-2014 Estimates



Chicagoans who have not graduated High School

éeducational attainmenté.

15

Credit: Chicago Department of Public Health, ñHealthy Chicago 2.0ò using data from 

U.S. Census American Community Survey 2010-2014 Estimates



éand access to economic opportunity.

16

Credit: Cook County Long-Range Transportation Plan ïdata from University of Illinois-Chicago Metropolitan 

Chicago Accessibility Explorer and Longitudinal Employer-Household Dynamics

Job accessibility by transit within 45 minutes of home at 8:00 am


